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Poll Results

Oh, sweet victory!

Did the
“Human vs.
Zombies” tag
game
disrupt
academics?

By Julianna Sosa
Collegian Editor

You might have read a statement from UTB/
TSC President Juliet V. García earlier this semester
regarding an incident of academic dishonesty on
campus. García stated academic integrity is of
utmost importance and reiterated the institution’s
philosophy: being dedicated to stewardship, human
dignity and citizenship.
As a result of the cheating incident, the Learning
Enrichment Center and the Dean of Students Ofﬁce
are sponsoring workshops in an effort to combat
academic dishonesty and help students avoid
plagiarism. The two workshops, “Citing Your

65%

It hurts all of the
university when
something like this
happens, but we dealt
with it, I think, very
quickly and in a way that
was fair.

35%

--UTB/TSC PRESIDENT JULIET V. GARCÍA

Sources-APA Style” and “Citing Your SourcesMLA Style,” will be conducted at 6 p.m. Tuesday
in Cardenas Hall North 104 and 108.
The workshops will be presented by Learning
Enrichment Center Assistant Director Daniel Perez
and Griselda Valerio, special projects coordinator
for the center.
David Mariscal, coordinator of Judicial Affairs,
said the initiative was spurred, in part, from

• See ‘Cheating,’ Page 10
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The UTB/TSC Men’s Soccer Team celebrates its last home game victory of the season Nov. 2 on the REK Center ﬁeld.

Student Court weighs impeachment
By Rene Cardona Jr.
Staff Writer

FRANCISCO ESPINOSA/COLLEGIAN

David Polin, Student Government Association vice president of administration, states his
case against SGA President Ruby de la Fuente during Thursday’s impeachment hearing
before the Student Court.
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The Student Court has 10 business
days to deliberate four charges
brought against Student Government
Association President Ruby de
la Fuente in an unprecedented
impeachment case.
After Thursday’s “Motion to
Declare” hearing, where SGA Vice
President of Administration David
Polin petitioned on behalf of the
senate against de la Fuente, the court
must make its decision by Nov. 19.
The four accusations against de
la Fuente brought by Polin, Vice
President of Accounting and Finance
Luis Buentello and Vice President of

H1N1 update

Public Relations Nathaniel Garcia
are as follows:
--holding secret meetings last
summer;
--interfering with the separation of
powers;
--trying to appoint graduate student
John Froozan as vice president of
administration;
--disregarding the separation of
powers.
Polin submitted two exhibits
to the court as evidence of the
charges. Exhibit A was footage of
SGA meetings and exhibit B was
an address from de la Fuente in the
“President’s Corner” section of The
Collegian.
• See ‘Impeach,’ Page 14
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The Collegian
Online Poll

Do you think SGA
President Ruby
De la Fuente
should be
impeached?
Tell us what
you think!
Go to:

blue.utb.edu/collegian
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Poll: Majority would get H1N1 vaccine on campus
By Jacqueline Vasquez
Staff Writer
More than 1,000 people surveyed on
campus said they would get the H1N1 vaccine
from the Student Health Services Department,
UTB/TSC officials say.
Doug Arney, associate vice president for
Business Affairs, said UTB/TSC students,
faculty and staff were sent an H1N1 vaccine
survey via e-mail to get an estimate of how
many people might go to Student Health
Services for the vaccine.
The total number of people who completed
the survey was 1,072. Of these, 617 were
students, 144 were faculty, 300 were staff and
11 were administrators.
One of the questions on the survey asked if
people wanted to be vaccinated. Those who
said answered yes were 518 students, 238
staff members, 134 faculty members and nine

administrators.
Of the 1,072
who answered the
survey, 84 percent
are willing to pay
a nominal fee for
the vaccine and 16
percent oppose the
fee. Student Health
Services will charge an administration fee of
$5 for the H1N1 vaccine.
The Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention stated on its Web site that nationally,
visits to the doctor for influenzalike illnesses,
including H1N1, continue to increase as well
as flu-related hospitalizations and deaths. The
count is higher than what is seen at the peak of
regular flu seasons.
The Texas Department of State Health
Services on Friday said that Texas has been
allocated about 3 million doses of the H1N1

vaccine by the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention. Cameron County has received
8,600 H1N1 vaccines, officials said.
The limited supply is being sent to private
providers, hospitals and public health
departments for certain priority groups because
of manufacturing delays.
Those groups are pregnant women, children
age 6 months to 4 years old, children ages 5 to
18 with high-risk health conditions, health care
workers who provide direct patient care and
close contacts of those 6 months or younger,
the news release said.
“To date, we have received three shipments,”
Cameron County Health Administrator Yvette
Salinas told The Collegian Wednesday in an
e-mail. “The first was 100 doses, the second
was 100 doses and the last shipment was 8,400
doses.”
The last shipment was received two weeks
ago, she said.

Gonzalez invites everyone interested in
reducing the carbon footprint of their home to
attend.
“I recommend this workshop because it’s
good for someone who wants to save energy in
their home,” he said, “how to do it, and what’s
the process. … It gives you good insight of the
changes that are going to be happening in the
green building industry from now on.”
The center plans to offer more workshops
on such topics as water conservation, green
building, energy awareness and saving energy,
as well as the use of alternative energy sources
such as biofuels, solar and wind energy.

Staff Writer

Eugenia Curet, director of Student Health
Services at UTB/TSC, said 12,000 doses of the
vaccine have been ordered for the department,
but does not expect a shipment until December
or January.
Arney said the 12,000 doses will be received
over a period of time.
Curet said the only university she is aware
of having received H1N1 vaccines is the
University of Texas at San Antonio.
Student Health Services does not test
for the H1N1 virus; it only tests for certain
types of influenza. Anti-viral medications are
given, however, when students go in with
influenzalike symptoms.
Curet said only the Cameron County
Department of Health and the state conduct
testing.
Starting next week, local health departments
will have access to an increased amount of the
vaccine, the state news release said.

Workshop has tips for SGA votes ‘no confidence’
president
energy-efficient home in
By Rene Cardona Jr.

By Mayra Urteaga
Staff Writer

Are you a homeowner interested in making
your home energy efficient?
The Go Green Assistance Center is offering
a workshop this week called “Energy Star
Homes Workshop.”
Ricardo Gonzalez, program director of the
Go Green Assistance Center, explained what
the workshop will cover.
“The workshop is going to talk about what
is an Energy Star home,” Gonzalez said, “how

Fourth in a series:

on the cutting edge

to qualify as an Energy Star home, what a
HERS rater does and what the Energy Star
certification process is when you are building
a new home, retrofitting an existing home,
making it energy efficient.”
Students, faculty, staff and the public are
invited to the free workshop, which will take
place from 10 a.m. to noon Wednesday in
Suite E-104 of the International Technology,
Education and Commerce Center, located at
301 Mexico Blvd.
Guest speaker Garrett Dorsey works for IFC
International, a consulting firm that provides
green solutions for businesses all over the
world, according to the firm’s Web site.

Elizabeth A. Perez/Collegian

Ricardo Gonzalez, program director of the Go-Green
Assistance Center, stands in front of energy-efficient
home models in the International Technology,
Education and Commerce Center.

Faculty, Students, Staff!

$400 per month/$49 per day
Call 956-546-0381
www.uisroom.com

•$500 per month double occupancy
•Flexible month-to-month
agreement
•All utilities paid
(cable, water, electricity)
•Near the UTB main campus,
8 min. walk
•Security Surveillance
•Furnished, large rooms,
full-size beds
•Micro-fridge, microwave, pool
•Restaurants Nearby
•Internet Available
•Laundry Area

55 Sam Perl Blvd.
(off 12th St.)

Despite two objections and one abstention,
the Student Government Association passed
a resolution Thursday that calls for the
resignation of President Ruby de la Fuente.
Vice President of Administration David
Polin sponsored Resolution 16, which brings
“forth a vote of no confidence” in de la Fuente.
The president’s actions directly and indirectly
subjected the SGA to turmoil and negative
publicity, the resolution states.
After the reading of the resolution, College
of Liberal Arts Senator Sandra Esparza and
Freshman Senator Joshuah Law questioned
the wording of the amendment. They said the
resolution made generalized statements that
the entire senate expressed “its lack of trust
and confidence” in de la Fuente.
“I don’t agree with this resolution,” Esparza
said. “I trust her completely and don’t question
her.”
Law motioned to strike a sentence in the
resolution.
“Unless we have a unanimous vote, I don’t
think it should say the senate as a whole body,”
he said.
Vice President of Historical Archives Rosa
Law seconded the motion.
The resolution’s wording was changed to
“a majority of the senate expresses its lack of
trust in Ruby de la Fuente.”
Rosa Law made a motion to amend the
document by inserting “a majority of” in the
sentence “be it resolved that the Executive
Board expresses its lack of trust and confidence
in Ruby de la Fuente.” Joshuah Law seconded
the motion.

Francisco Espinosa/Collegian

Freshman Senator Joshuah Law and College of Liberal
Arts Senator Sandra Esparza and review Resolution 16,
which calls for a vote of no confidence against Student
Government Association President Ruby de la Fuente,
during Thursday’s SGA meeting.

Rosa Law and Esparza objected to the
amended
resolution and Joshuah Law
abstained from voting. However, the
amendment was passed by a majority vote
consisting of Vice President of Public Relations
Nathaniel Garcia, Freshman Senator Hugo
Teran and two proxy votes from Freshman
Senators Noe Garza and Sandra Castro.
In other business, Rosa Law informed the
senate about the SGA’s Health Awareness
Drive on Nov. 2.
“We distributed all 100 vouchers and … we
handed out 189 hand sanitizers,” she said.
The vouchers were for free seasonal flu
shots.
The SGA plans to hold another drive
because only 19 vouchers were redeemed by
meeting time Thursday and the expiration for
the vouchers was set for last Friday. Also, the
funds for the remainder of the vaccines have
already been allocated, Law said.
Absent from the meeting was Freshman
Senator David Marks.

Retirement Income Specialist
Bob Richardson CLU, ChFC
REGISTERED FINANCIAL CONSULTANT

(956) 542 - 1775

Investment Advisor Representative with and Securities and Investment Advisory Services offered through
Transamerica Financial Advisors, Inc (TFA) member FINRA, SIPC and a Registered Investment Advisor.
Non-securities products and services are not offered through TFA.
LD3916-08/09
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What would
you like to
read in
The Collegian?

“A
little
bit more
about
h o w
organizations
can be
a
bigger part in
the community.
There
is a lot of organizations
on campus I’d like to read
about, what they are doing
for the community and how
they can make it a better
place for the students.”
Joshuah Law
Freshman environmental
sciences major
“Me gustaría ver
cosas
con más
reportajes de
policía,
eso es lo
que me gusta leer de ahí”.
Mario Treviño
Estudiante de ingenieria
industrial
“Well, mostly all kind
of sports
’cause
the majority is
mostly
soccer …
any
other
sport, like tennis
or volleyball.”
Viviana Vásquez
Sophomore
education major

Letter to the editor
The subject we must talk about
I recently undertook a weighty task
for the Ford Foundation’s Difficult
Dialogues Initiative (DDI). I am
directing a play about date rape. The
play is extremely well written by Dr.
Sharaf Rehman, and addresses issues
of gender bias, ethnic prejudice,
family quarrels about difficult
dialogues and sexual assault.
The DDI program was funded
by Ford because they believe we
are becoming a more polarized
society and are unable to talk about
controversial issues--especially when
it comes to marginalized groups. The
play “You’re Not Listening” deals
with the issues sensitively, but it does
accurately portray a rape trial and thus
mentions body parts and touching
behavior. I have so far lost three cast
members to their unwillingness to
talk about these things on stage. It
was, in fact, too difficult a dialogue
for them. The loss of these cast
members is a challenge but it also
speaks of a fear engendered by values

that impede understanding and serve
as a societally imposed barrier to
confronting serious problems.
Rape is any forced non-consensual
sex act. Date rape is a forced sex act
that occurs when the victim agreed to
spend time with the attacker before
being attacked. Both acts often
cause severe emotional and physical
harm to the victim. U.S. Department
of Justice figures indicate that
somewhere in America, a woman is
raped every two minutes. That works
out to about 75 for every 100,000
American women. According to the
Bureau of Justice Statistics, about
28 percent of victims are raped by
husbands or boyfriends, 35 percent
by acquaintances and 5 percent by
other relatives. But the saddest part
is there is no way to get an accurate
estimate of the unreported cases.
The FBI and the Justice
Department vary in their estimates,
but only about one in four rapes is
reported. This means that there are
three to four times more rapes than

--Compiled by Deidre Chaisson
--Photos by Manny Reyna

willingness to report the crime to the
police--thereby getting more of the
perpetrators punished and, hopefully,
reducing the incidence. If you don’t
dialogue the problem gets worse.
Accordingly, we will have two
difficult dialogues that I hope you will
try to attend. The first is a Free Speech
Alley from 1:30 to 3 p.m. Thursday
in the Endowment Courtyard, located
between Cardenas Hall North and
South. The topic is “When a Woman
Dresses Provocatively, Is She
‘Asking for It?’” The second will
be the production of “You’re Not
Listening” at 7 p.m. Nov. 20 in the
Jacob Brown Auditorium. Tickets are
on sale now and are only $5, and half
the proceeds will go to the Friendship
of Women. Come embark with us on
this difficult dialogue.
John Cook
Associate Professor,
Communication Department

The Office of Student Media is
seeking applicants for the positions of:
• Spanish Copy Editor
• Advertising Sales Representative
for the Spring 2009 semester. Applicants must be enrolled at
UTB/TSC during the Spring 2009 semester and have and
maintain a grade-point average of 2.2 or higher per semester.
Spanish copy editor applicants must have excellent writing
skills and be proficient in translating from English to Spanish
and from Spanish to English. Applicants must submit 3
Spanish writing samples and a résumé.

“ M o r e
about
student
life and
h o w
it
affects the
student
body.”

Ana Chapa
Freshman
communication major

we know. This is no doubt due in
part to the shame one feels when
assaulted, but also because we are
unwilling to shed light on this subject
or talk about it openly. While anyone-male, female or child--can be raped,
the case of female victims is no doubt
due in part to sexism. The issue of a
patriarchal society in which men
can abuse their enfranchisement by
blaming the victim for the act of nonconsensual sex is what we must talk
about. Until all those enfranchised
men understand that “no means no,”
we will continue to have a serious
problem.
I understand
that some
conservative people have no
interest in hearing these things
discussed and I value and respect
their need to be demure, but the
Crime Victims Research and
Treatment Center reported in 1992
that an overwhelming number
of rape service agencies believe
public education about rape would
significantly increase rape victims’

Advertising sales representatives must submit 3 ad designs
and a résumé, and must have own transportation and a valid
driver’s license.

Watch

“The Collegian News” Webcast

@

http://blue.utb.edu/collegian

Deadline: 5 p.m. Friday, Dec. 4
Applications are available in Student Union 1.28.
For more information, call 882-5143.
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Spring course schedules exclusively online
By Graciela L. Salazar
Spanish Editor

An online course schedule is one of the
ways UTB/TSC is going “green” and will be
available exclusively online for the Spring
2010 semester.
René Villarreal, interim associate vice
president for Enrollment Management and
director of Admissions, said the course
schedule will no longer be printed.
Villarreal said that during registration
several changes are made regarding classes,
“therefore, the printed course schedule was
pretty much outdated.”
He said the new system will produce savings
and lower the university’s use of paper.
“With the online schedule, the university will
save more than $13,000, the cost of printing
18,000 schedules,” Villarreal said.
He said some course schedules weren’t
used.
“We were finding several of the printed
course schedules just thrown around on campus
and weren’t wisely used,” Villarreal said.

In past semesters, a portable document
format (PDF) version of the
printed course schedule
was online, but changes to
it would take several days.
“Before, we had to
experience a good three- or
four-day turnaround time
in updating the course to our
computer system, [and] from
our computer system updating
it to our Web site,” Villarreal
said.
Now, with the new system, the
schedule is in real time.
“If a school or college were to enter a new
course section onto our computer system,
it automatically reports it or is available for
display to our students,” Villarreal said.
The campaign to inform students about the
online course schedule started Nov. 2.
“We are sending out messages electronically
to their e-mails,” Villarreal said. “We did print,
even though we are trying to be exclusively
online … some postcards that identify the

course schedule to be strictly online.”
This is the first time the course
schedule will not be printed.
“We are hoping that our student
body will be receptive to it,”
Villarreal said. “We visited with the
Student Government [Association]
president; we visited with our
Academic Affairs and Academic
Senate folks and our deans and
chairs. We are trying to inform
not only our faculty and staff
but our community of our
course schedule.”
Early registration starts Nov. 17 and ends
Jan. 11, 2010; late registration takes place from
Jan. 12 through 18.
Villarreal is excited about the new system.
“Our application is online for admissions,
our registration process is online for students,
the financial aid application is online for
students, the university catalog is online, both
undergraduate and graduate. So, I think this
was the missing link necessary to become
innovative,” he said.

Freshman criminal justice major Mónica
González thinks it’s a good idea to not print
course schedules.
“It’s better for the environment,” González
said.
She said she did not use the printed course
schedules.
“I always come with advisers and they help
me register online,” González said.
She said the printed course schedules
weren’t updated.
“Sometimes there were certain mistakes that
they didn’t have the classes when you would
look online,” González said. “So, it’s better
that you look online and it’s actually the right
one.”
Freshman accounting major Mariela
Pérez said having an exclusively online
course schedule is a way of protecing the
environment.
“We are just saving trees,” Pérez said.
To see the online course schedule, go to
www.utb.edu/courses. The Web site gives you
the option of printing your search results or
printing from the PDF version.

4 new crosswalks in the works
By Cleiri Quezada
Staff Writer

Senior education major Amy Flores
experiences anxiety every time she crosses
University Boulevard to get to the Education
and Business Complex.
Flores prefers using the crosswalk but
when she’s in a rush to get to class, she has to
maneuver around traffic to cut time.
“It’s dangerous because it is not [the] way
to cross over,” Flores said. “We have our lines
[and] area to cross over, and if we don’t do that
we are in a lot of danger.”
Sharing the same fear is sophomore nursing
major Jocelyn Vela.
Vela says she always uses the crosswalk;
however, desperate times call for desperate
actions.
“On one occasion when I crossed, it was
around 11 o’clock on Monday and that’s the
time when everybody is crossing back and
forth, and I had trouble since we had to wait
for the cars to stop so that we can cross,” she
said. “I think that there should be a stop sign in
there, so cars can stop at all times; it would be
better for us to cross.”
UTB/TSC officials are considering four
new crosswalks at University Boulevard for
pedestrian safety because of increasing traffic
due to the opening of the Recreation, Education
and Kinesiology Center, the University
Boulevard Classroom Building and the New
Library.
“The school is not unaware of the need for

Lewis Osorio/Collegian

The university plans to add four crosswalks to University Boulevard to improve traffic safety.

safety there,” said Allan Peakes, assistant vice
president for Facility Services. “Everyone
knows that traffic has increased on University
Boulevard over the last number of years and is,
frankly, apt to continue to increase.”
Peakes said the university has contracted
Traffic Engineer Services to conduct studies
and come up with solutions to ease the traffic
flow and ensure pedestrian safety.
He said the university is waiting for results
of the studies to see where crosswalks are most
needed.

• Medical services redeemable with this coupon are:
• Pap Smears
• STD Screenings
• Clinical Breast Exam
• We accept Medicaid, Texas Women’s Health
Program, and Private Insurance.
ACCEPTED ONLY AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS
Brownsville | 370 Old Port Isabel Rd.
956-546-4571

Present this coupon at any of our 4 health centers
and receive $15 off medical services received.

--------------------------

Brownsville Southmost | 5636 Southmost Rd.
Ste. A | 956-544-2723

--------------------------

GARDASIL NOW AVAILABLE!

Raymondville | 112 S. 1st Street
689-5585

--------------------------

Harlingen | El Mercado Mall
423-8584

Call to schedule an appointment!

Expiration Date: 12/31/09
COL-1

“We’ve also got a crossover that we have
in the design stages from the [EDBC] parking
lot to the [University Boulevard] Classroom
Building, but we don’t want to do things
piecemeal,” Peakes said. “We like to have a
plan, and that’s why we’ve engaged this traffic
engineer to tell us what our options are.”
He said the university has considered issuing
jaywalking tickets to pedestrians who do not
use the crosswalk.
“Campus Police wasn’t really keen on that
idea,” Peakes said. “That’s not going to make

your day, although I think if we did that a few
times it might help.”
Counselor and Coordinator of Disability
Services Steve Wilder has been told of the
danger present when crossing University
Boulevard.
“From the very first month EDBC opened,
I’ve had complaints [of] people kind of shaking
their heads wondering, ‘My gosh, it’s so far
to get from the parking lot to the building,’”
Wilder said.
Campus Police Sgt. Reynaldo Treviño said
there have not been any reported accidents
around University Boulevard and hopes it
stays that way.
“The cross all along University Boulevard
is dangerous for students, but they have the
crosswalk that’s provided, they just have to do
it and utilize it,” Trevino said. “Of course, the
students don’t use the crosswalk. You see them
crossing all over the streets, and it’s dangerous
for them and the public.”
He told The Collegian that a traffic light
will be placed at the intersection of University
Boulevard and Ringgold Road.
He hopes the traffic light will alleviate the
problem for those crossing the street.
On Sept. 1, the Brownsville City Commission
awarded Star Operations Inc. the contract for
the installation of a traffic signal. The amount
of the contract is $143, 964.11.
Peakes expects the traffic light to be
completed early next semester.
--Staff Writer Christine Cavazos contributed
to this report.
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Day of the Dead celebration explained
By Graciela L. Salazar
Spanish Editor

The Day of Dead is one of the
most important Mexican traditions.
“It’s a tradition that comes
from the period of the indigenous
Aztecs,” said Ramiro Rodríguez, a
professor in the Modern Languages
Department. “Day of the Dead is a
Mexican celebration where families
get together to remember those who
have died. It’s a way to get used to
the idea that we are all mortal, so that
there isn’t as much suffering when
we are near death.”
The festivity is divided in two
days, All Saints Day (Nov. 1) and the
Day of Dead (Nov. 2).
All Saints Day honors children
who were not baptized, Rodríguez
explained.
He noted the celebration’s
customs.
“For example, the families
gather together in the cemetery
with their deceased loved ones,”
Rodríguez said. “There, they share
food, sometimes all day, and even
sometimes people stay all night in

the cemetery.”
When people can’t go to the
cemetery, they create altars in their
homes.
“[The altar] has different levels,
and a photograph of the loved one
who passed away is placed on it,”
the professor said.
The altar is decorated with flowers,
traditionally the cempasúchil, or
marigold.
“Other families decorate it with
other types of flowers, even with
crepe paper, a very flexible paper
of bright colors,” Rodríguez said.
“They also use Chinese paper
cutouts that they fold and then …
create figures.”
Some of the elements of the altar
are pan de muerto, or bread of the
dead, candy skulls, candles, fruits of
the season and the favorite food and
items of the deceased.
“For example, if the person who
passes way was a doctor, they might
put a stethoscope or a lab coat, etc.,
something representative of them,
their own clothes and personal
objects,” Rodríguez said.
Anthropology Professor Tony

Faculty Colloquium Series
School of Business Assistant
Professor Qinyu Liao and Associate
Professor Steve Lovett will
present lectures titled “Consumer
Motivations in Taking Action
Against Spyware: An Empirical
Study” and “Longitudinal Job
Satisfaction Studies” from 2 to
3 p.m. Tuesday in Education and
Business Complex 1.422. Assistant
Professors Anil Singh and Kevin
Cruthirds will present lectures on
“PLS Modeling” and “Conflict
in the Virtual Classroom: An
Extension of Intergroup Conflict”
from 2 to 3 p.m. Wednesday in
EDBC 2.236. The free lectures
are part of the School of Business’
Faculty Colloquium Series. For more
information, contact Lovett at 8827382 or at steve.lovett@utb.edu.
Patron of the Arts
The Jazz Combos, the Two
O’clock Jazz Band and the One
O’clock Jazz Band will perform at
6, 7 and 8 tonight in the Jacob Brown
Auditorium. Admission is $7 for
adults, $5 for senior citizens, children
and UTB/TSC students with a valid
ID.
The UTB/TSC Rio Bravo
Percussion Ensemble will perform
at 7 p.m. Tuesday in the Jacob Brown
Auditorium. Admission is $5.
The UTB/TSC Rio Bravo Wind
Ensemble will perform at 7 p.m.
Wednesday in the Jacob Brown
Auditorium. Admission is $5.
Three student recitals are
scheduled at 1, 2 and 3 p.m. Friday in

the SET-B Lecture Hall. Admission
is free.
The UTB/TSC Master Chorale
will perform at 3 p.m. Sunday in
the Sacred Heart Church, located
at Elizabeth and Sixth streets in
Brownsville. Admission is $5.
Study Skills workshops
The Student Success Center will
present a Study Skills workshop titled
“Time Management/ Study Skills”
from 12:15 to 1:15 p.m. Thursday in
Cardenas Hall South 122. For more
information, call the Student Success
Center at 882-8292.
The Learning Enrichment
Center will present the following
Study Skills workshops this
week in Cardenas Hall North 104:
“COMPASS Writing 2” from 2
to 4 p.m. Tuesday; “COMPASS
Reading 2,” from 2 to 4 p.m.
Wednesday; and “COMPASS
Math 2,” 2 to 4 p.m. Thursday. On
Saturday, “COMPASS Reading
2” will take place from 8 to 10 a.m.;
“COMPASS Writing 2,” from
10 a.m. to noon; and “COMPASS
Math 2,” 12:30 to 2:30 p.m. For
more information, call the Learning
Enrichment Center at 882-8208.
Civic Engagement meeting
The Civic Engagement Scholars
Club, a campus community service
organization, meets at 4 p.m. every
Friday in the Cueto Building, located
at 1301 E. Madison St. For more
information, call 882-4303.
Seasonal flu vaccines
Seasonal flu vaccines are
available at Student Health

Zavaleta, who works in the office
of the Provost, has set up an altar on
campus every year for more than 20
years.
“It’s a matter of honoring, of
remembering, and this one has a
special meaning because we’re
remembering people who have
passed,” Zavaleta said.
Zavaleta said he is not Mexican,
but has studied the Mexican and
Latin cultures.
“Yo soy más mexicano que el
nopal,” he said. “I’m a Texan. I’m
a Texas-Mexican, that’s what I
consider myself.”
He said it’s important to preserve
these traditions.
“I’m doing two things, I’m
preserving and honoring culture, plus
I’m teaching through having the altar
there,” Zavaleta said. “The person
who comes up the stairway will stop
and, hopefully, I like to think, most
people would admire it.”
The altar is located on the second
floor of Champion Hall and is
dedicated to George Truan, Fernando
Zavaleta, José M. Duarte, Cipriana
Zapata, el Niño Fidencio, Praxedis

Briefs

Services at a discount price of $10
for students who are 19 years or older
and $5 for those who are younger
than 19. The seasonal flu vaccine
does not protect against the H1N1
flu, but prevents having both types
of viruses simultaneously, which can
have a serious impact on a person’s
health. The best time to walk in
and get the vaccine is 8 to 10 a.m.
Monday through Friday and 4:30 to
6:30 p.m. Tuesdays and Thursdays.
Otherwise, call 882-3896 to make an
appointment.
ACT prep courses
The Language Institute will
begin its ACT prep courses on
Thursday. Class is held from 6 to 9
p.m. each Tuesday and Thursday in
International Technology, Education
and Commerce Campus room
D3A.106. The class is recommended
for high school juniors and seniors
who are planning to attend colleges
that require the ACT exam, as well
as students entering the registered
nursing program. The fee is $140
and students may register in the same
room. For more information, call
Jessica Banda at 882-4178 or send
her an e-mail at jessica.banda@utb.
edu.
Cleanup, recycling event
The City of Brownsville
Recycling Center and ESD
Recycling will host a cleanup event
Saturday for company and group
teams for the 2009 Fall Cleanup and
Texas Recycles Day. Trash bags and
gloves will be provided; each team is
responsible for its own transportation

Orive, Barry Horn and la Güera.
Another Day of the Dead custom
is calaveras.
“They are poems that, in a
humorous way, talk about a person
who is going to die,” Rodríguez
said.
He explained the reason for the
celebration.
“The Mexican does these
celebrations not only to become
acquainted with death, or get used to
it, but to laugh at death,” Rodríguez
said. “It is part of the Mexican
culture.”
Aragelia Salazar, a student
development
specialist
for
Multicultural Student Services, said
it’s good to maintain this tradition.
“It is part of our traditions that make
us unique and different in the world,”
Salazar said in an e-mail interview.
“No other country celebrates the
dead like we do in Mexico, with that
color and joy, but at the same time
respect and love for those loved ones
that passed to a better life.”
Rodríguez said that the Day of
the Dead is a tradition that gives us
identity.

to the assigned site. Registration
will take place at 7:30 a.m. and
the cleanup will be from 8:30 to
11:30 a.m. A Hot Dog Cookout and
recognition ceremony will follow at
11:30 a.m. at 308 E. Elizabeth St. For
more information, contact Hilario
DeLeon at 547-6582.
Evening Under the Stars
The Center for Gravitational
Wave Astronomy seeks volunteers
for its “Evening Under the Stars”
event, which will take place at 7
p.m. Saturday on the grounds of
the Nompuewenu Observatory at
UTB/TSC. For more information, email observatory@phys.utb.edu.
Poetry and poster contest
Career Counseling will sponsor
the National Career Development
Association’s 2009-2010 Poetry
and Poster Contest. The theme is
“Bridges To A Brighter Future:
Inspire Your Career Empower
Your Lives.” The contest deadline is
5 p.m. Nov. 17. Stop by the Student
Success Center in Cardenas Hall
North Annex for an entry form and
rules. For more information, call
Frank Coulson at 882-8292.
Thanksgiving in San Miguel
People interested in taking Arnulfo
and Rosa Mar’s annual guided trip
to San Miguel de Allende must pay
a $150 deposit to reserve a space for
the trip, scheduled Nov. 25 to 29. For
more information, call 882-6645 or
371-2971.
--Compiled by Deidre Chaisson
If you would like your organization or
department news published in The Collegian’s
Briefs section, call Deidre Chaisson at 882-5116.

Police Repor ts
Following are among the
incidents reported by Campus
Police between Oct. 26 and 29.
At 5:55 p.m. Oct. 26, a student
reported that $140 was taken from
his wallet, which was stored in a
temporary locker at the Recreation,
Education and Kinesiology Center.
No other items were taken from the
locker and the lock did not appear to
be tampered with.
At 5:11 p.m. Oct. 27, a Campus
Police officer was dispatched to the
Rusteberg Hall lobby facing Cortez

Hall. A faculty member advised
the officer that she saw a man turn
off the switch to the sliding doors,
leaving them wide open. She said
this caused warm air to enter the
building, which could potentially
result in the destruction of valuable
artwork. The officer approached
the faculty member who turned off
the switch. He apologized and said
he was part of the “Humans vs.
Zombies” activity and only turned
off the switch for a few seconds.
At 9:49 a.m. Oct. 28, a Campus

Police officer was dispatched to the
bridge between the Education and
Business Complex and Ringgold
Road regarding a suspicious person
in the bushes. The person was
identified as a student employee
who was participating in “Humans
vs. Zombies.”
At 4:09 p.m. the same day, two
individuals were arguing at the
Education and Business Complex
circular driveway. A man stated he
went with his stepson to pick up his
son from class. The man and his

stepson got into an argument because
his stepson wanted to borrow his
cell phone, but he refused to lend it
to him. The man called his stepson’s
mother to come pick him up.
--Compiled
by
Cynthia
Hernandez

Help Wanted
Philly’s Americana Cheesesteaks/
Sports Bar now accepting résumés
for wait staff/cooks. 554-7000
2155 N. Expressway Suite.G, Brownsville

Arts & Entertainment
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Gómez offers ‘acoustic’ version of work
By Jeanette Martinez
Staff Writer
Carlos G. Gómez’s latest exhibition,
titled “Unplugged: Gómez on Paper 4th
Edition,” features more than 200 works
created over a period of about four years.
The UTB/TSC art professor said he is
inspired by “life, people, things that people
might overlook, things that have to do with
the underdog, things that are needed to
make change [and] stories of people being
up against the wall.”
Gómez used a variety of media, such as
oils, acrylics, color pencils, metals, money,
clay, leaves and plants in his works.
“I like to think of this piece as … all
one piece,” he said. “It’s not a variety of
different drawings but it’s just one piece,
it’s more like an installation.”
Asked why he called the show
“Unplugged,” Gómez replied, “Because
I’m basically a painter who works on
canvas. … Unplugged in music is when
they do acoustics … so this is my acoustic
version of art.”
This is Gómez’s 22nd show for the year
and he is exhibiting all over the United
States and Spain.
“I showed the work this past summer at

By Hugo E. Rodríguez
Sports Editor
Aries (March 21April 19): While you
can’t always be sure
about what women want,
don’t feel too bad--the
confusion is mutual.
Taurus (April 20May 20): In order to
make good decisions,
you will need to fulfill
the role of devil’s
advocate when it comes
to planning something.
Otherwise, your plans
are likely to flub.
Gemini (May 21June 21): There are a lot
of things that you wish
you could do but hold
back from doing. Tap
into what lies beneath.
Don’t wait too long,
Cinderella, or you might
miss your carriage.
Cancer (June 22July 22): Do something
crazy
this
week.
Bedazzle, daze and
confuse others. It won’t
be permanent, but it
pays to keep people on

the art center in Corpus Christi, and one
of the persons there walked up to me and
said, ‘You know, this is like being in the
mind of the artist’ because what it is, is that
everywhere I look I see a different idea and
that’s fun, where as opposed to when you
look at one painting, one painting is only
one idea right but this has a lot more,” he
said.
The works in his installation are different
from his paintings because they are done
on paper and are not as academic as his
paintings.
“This stuff here, there’s no rules, anything
that I choose to do I will do,” Gómez said.
Born in Mexico City and raised in
Brownsville, Gómez attended Texas
Southmost College in 1972 on a basketball
scholarship. He earned a bachelor’s degree
in fine art from Pan American University
and a master’s in fine art from Washington
State University. He has been teaching
painting and drawing classes here since
1985.
The exhibition runs through Friday in
the Rusteberg Art Gallery. Admission is $1.
Gallery hours are 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. and 2:30
to 5 p.m. Monday, 2:30 to 5 p.m. Tuesday,
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Wednesday, 2:30 to 5 p.m.
Thursday and 2 to 5 p.m. Friday.

Luciana Morales/Collegian

UTB/TSC Professor of Fine Art Carlos G. Gómez
stands in front of some of the artwork from his
exhibition “Unplugged: Gómez on Paper 4th Edition,”
which is on display through Friday in the Rusteberg
Art Gallery.

’Scopes
their toes.
Leo (July 23-Aug.
23): Be kind to someone
this week. You might
not know it, but your
random act of kindness
will be the sweetest
thing, even a godsend, to
someone.
Virgo (Aug. 24-Sept.
22): When you were a
kid, you wished for a
pony or a bicycle. As
a college student, your
only wish is for there to
be more hours in a day
to do your homework.
Keep dreaming!
Libra (Sept. 23Oct. 23: Remember the
Titans? Last season, the
Tennessee team went
on a great streak before
choking in the playoffs.
Moral of the story:
Failure can strike any
given Sunday.
Scorpio (Oct. 23Nov. 21): Ponder the
meaning of life this
week. (Hint: Some
evidence suggests it’s
chocolate.)
Sagittarius
(Nov.

22-Dec. 21): While
gathering
at
the
fountain, you will see
people misinterpret “no
smoking” as “thank
you for smoking.” Do
everyone’s lungs a favor
and stub that thing out.
Capricorn (Dec. 22Jan. 19): After certain
parties where suburbia
turns out to be an animal
house, your memory
may seem like the fog.
Our advice to you this
week is to always be
responsible.
Aquarius
(Jan.
20-Feb. 19): As the
volleyball and soccer
seasons finish up, don’t
forget that you’ll get
a chance to see some
angels in the outfield
next semester. Start
making signs!
Pisces (Feb. 20March
20):
Just
because you drop that
hard class with a ‘W,’
it’s not Armageddon.
Push yourself to your
critical break point and
you might overcome.

C

upid’s
orner
Cleire Quezada/collegian

Name: Erika Longoria
Age: 20
Classification: Sophomore
Major: Education
Zodiac Sign: Libra
Describe yourself in three
words. “Funny, sweet and
happy.”
What’s the first thing you
think about when you
wake up? “It’s too early, I
want to go back to sleep.”
What do you look for in
the opposite sex? “They
have to have a pretty
smile.”
Where do you see yourself
in 10 years? “Hopefully,
teaching somewhere in San
Antonio.”
Do you work? If so, what
do you do? “Yes, I’m a substitute [teacher].”
Would you date someone
younger or older than
you? “Older.”
The feature you get most
compliments on is? “My
smile.”
What’s your worst habit?
“Biting my nails.”
What is your ideal guy?
“A guy who can make me
laugh, and kind of cocky.”
--Compiled by Cleiri
Quezada
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‘Rocky Horror’
musical
entertains 450

Elizabeth A. Perez/Collegian
Senior biology major Arthur Gonzalez as Dr. Frank N. Furter
performs “I’m Going Home” during the Halloween night performance
of “The Rocky Horror Show” in the SET-B Lecture Hall.

By David Boon
Staff Writer
More than four hundred people chose to
spend part of their Halloween in the SET-B
Lecture Hall, being entertained all the while
by the onstage antics typical of “The Rocky
Horror Show.”
There were two showings of the student
production, the first at 8 p.m. and the second at
midnight Nov. 1. While the box office opened
an hour before the performances, some took
the option of buying their tickets in advance
from the Campus Activities Board; either
way, patrons were rewarded with a unique
experience from Dingbat Productions and the
Student Life Office.
As the audience filed into the lecture hall,
they were prompted with the question, “Is
this your first time seeing ‘The Rocky Horror
Show’?” Those who answered “no” simply
walked to their seats. Those who answered
“yes” were dubbed “Rocky Horror Virgins,”
and had the letter V plastered to their forehead
in red lipstick.
Nearly half the audience from both showings
was made up of “Virgins,” though it did bring
out many longtime fans of the show.
“The first time I saw ‘The Rocky Horror
Show,’ I was 17,” said Patrick Herrera, now
42. “We actually got snuck in. … That was one
outstanding night.”
While most live musicals or plays start
promptly at the advertised time, the “Rocky
Horror Show” is unique. Traditionally, the
show will have audience interaction before it
starts. Host Frank Orozco and hostess Marcie
Peña led audience volunteers through various
games, all the while teaching the “Rocky
Horror Virgins” the various traditions that the
show has accrued over the years.
“Every time you hear ‘Janet Weiss,’ not just
‘Janet,’ I want you to yell ‘slut,’” Orozco said
during the show.
Random audience members were given

• See ‘Rocky,’ Page 8
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Campus knows Jack … Sparrow, that is
By Deidre Chaisson
Staff Writer
Luke Skywalker, Pac-Man and Jack Sparrow
paid a visit to the Student Union veranda on Oct.
30.
They were among many movie and video
game characters enjoying good music, punch,
cake and dancing at Halloween Havoc.
Student Life organized the event, which was
free for UTB/TSC students. About 500 people
took part in the activities, which began at noon
with a trio of scary movies and ended with a
performance of the “Time Warp” dance from
the musical, “The Rocky Horror Show.”
The Masquerade Ball, Monster Mash Dance
and the Costume contests were also part of the
fun of Halloween Havoc.
In the Monster Mash dance contest, the Circle
K International club took first place and $200;
the Sigma Psi Delta sorority received second
place and $100. Everyone cheered and clapped
when the winners were revealed. Members of
Circle K International then shook hands with
their rivals, showing good sportsmanship.
Citlalic Laguna, president of Circle K, said
the team will use the prize money for field
trips and “for anything that comes up with the
organization, like extra fundraisers.”

Rocky

Continued from Page 7

small bags, filled with some of the traditional
gags such as rice and toast.
When the lights dimmed, the audience got
more than they expected from a stellar cast that
included Arthur Gonzalez as Dr. Frank N Furter,
Aldo Martinez as Brad, Jennifer Larrasquitu as
Janet, Nancy Singlaterry as Columbia, Peter
Egly as Eddie, Francisco Garza as Dr. Everett

The club prepared several weeks for the
competition.
“We’ve been rehearsing every Friday from
3 to 5 [p.m.], and every Sunday from 3 to 5
[p.m.],” Laguna said.
Everyone in the 10-member dance group
contributed to the choreography of the dance,
which lasted a little over three minutes.
In the costume contest, freshman music major
Zeke Lyra, who dressed as Pac-Man, won the
individual competition and $100; Peggy Sue
Reyna, dressed as Inspector Gadget, placed
second.
Batman villains Eradio Martinez as The
Riddler, senior music major George Flores
as Two-Face and junior music major Robert
Sanchez as The Joker won the group costume
contest. They received $200.
Others who attended dressed as a gorilla
pimp, superheroes and villains, TV and video
game characters, and witches and goblins.
Ending Halloween Havoc was the popular
“Rocky Horror Show” Time Warp dance,
performed by the student actors and alumni who
were set to perform the musical on Halloween.
Student Life Director Sergio Martinez said
Halloween Havoc turned out “very well … and
everyone [had] a good time.”
“Any time you can bring college students

together to interact in a safe environment is
something we want to support,” Martinez said.
Sophomore communication major Xochilth
Roman was among those who attended.
“It’s really nice, I like the atmosphere about
it,” Roman said. “I like that a lot of people
dressed up.”
Sophomore respiratory therapist major

Vanessa Beltran, dressed as Bella from the
movie “Twilight,” said: “[I] enjoyed showing
off [my] costume and joining the contest and
having fun.”
Beltran and sophomore criminal justice
major Miguel A. Garcia, who dressed up as
Edward from “Twilight,” said they would attend
Halloween Havoc next year.

Scott, Marilyn Morales as Magenta, Gil
Gonzalez as the narrator, Fernando Zamora as
Riff Raff, Nathan Withers as Rocky Horror and
Sandra Singlaterry as the usherette.
Some of the shining parts of the performance
came from Larrasquitu’s strong voice and from
an amazingly creepy performance by Zamora,
who delivered exactly what was expected of
Riff Raff.
“I think our hard work paid off, and we got a
lot of good response from the crowd,” Zamora

said after the first show. “I just cannot wait to do
it even better the second time around.”
Another high note in the show was a terrific
performance of the bustier-clad Dr. Frank N
Furter. Gonzalez, who reprised his role from an
on-campus performance of the musical in 2007,
constantly captured the spotlight and added to
the risqué atmosphere.
Of course, no performance goes perfectly,
though the downsides to the show were not in
the casts’ hands. Sound and lighting troubles

came up from time to time; for instance,
when Singlaterry (as the usherette throwing
out condoms and glow sticks) entered at the
beginning, the portable mike cut out, leaving
Singlaterry at barely audible levels.
Regardless, the night was an enjoyable
alternative to the usual Halloween.
“When they put on a production like this, you
get to feel the atmosphere, you get to feel the
enjoyment,” Herrera said.

Elizabeth A. Perez/Collegian Photo

Campus Activities Board members Ruby Ramos (from left), Danny Garza and Jesse Garcia get into character
as the Mario Brothers and Princess Peach during Halloween Havoc.
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Bittersweet Halloween, nail-biting Monday
By Hugo E. Rodríguez
Sports Editor
The UTB/TSC Men’s and
Women’s Soccer teams headed
to the Red River Athletic
Conference tournament in Fort
Worth this weekend. The men’s
team, ranked 14th in the nation,
obtained the No. 1 seed in the
tournament and was set to play in
the semifinals on Friday against
the lowest-ranked seed surviving
the quarterfinals.
The women’s team obtained
a No. 2 seed and was to begin
play Thursday against the
highest-ranked seed surviving
the quarterfinals. Texas Wesleyan
University hosted the conference
tournament.
Results were not available at
press time.
The men’s team obtained the
No. 1 seed in the tournament by
staying undefeated in conference,
a feat that pales only to being
undefeated in regular season,
the first time the team’s done
so in only three years of being
with the National Association of
Intercollegiate Athletics.
The men’s team played its
last home game of the season
on Nov. 2 on the REK Center
field as they took on the Texas
A&M International University
Dustdevils (5-8-3). The teams
had faced each other earlier in
the season, and the Scorpions had
emerged with a 4-2 victory after
being down 2-0 at halftime.
There was no conference title,
no high stakes in this match,
but as the last home game to be
played at the REK Center field
for forward Enrique Rivera and
defender Brian Hardie, it turned
out to be exciting.
The Scorpions and Dustdevils
started out evenly matched, with
both teams keeping possession
of the ball for even amounts
of the first half. The Scorpions

Elizabeth A. Perez/Collegian Photos

Scorpion defender Omar Apodaca battles for possession of the ball at the Nov. 2 men’s
soccer game between the Scorpions and Texas A&M International University. The
Scorpions would win 2-1 in the second overtime with a clutch goal by midfielder Steve
Howard.

had the greater possession of
the ball throughout the half, but
the Dustdevils, aided largely
by goalkeeper Luis Rincon,
constantly frustrated attacks
by Scorpion forwards Abass
Ayembillah, Evans Frimpong and
Mario Perez.
Finally, with 12 minutes left in
the first half, the Scorpions took
a chance to open up the score.
Frimpong found forward Aaron
Guerrero and centered a pass to
him. Guerrero brought it down
with his chest, and then kicked it
past Rincon for the 1-0.
The Dustdevils were not to be
put off, and two minutes later,
they equalized thanks to the leg
of forward Roy Hernandez, who
took advantage of a temporal
lack of coordination to send a
shot past Scorpion goalie Juan
Gamboa, who reacted only a
split second too late in throwing
himself to the left.
The teams ended the half with
one goal apiece, and as the second
half got under way, the attacks

were even more relentless.
When the 90 minutes elapsed
and the scoreboard frozen at 11, a few fans started toward the
exit, as everyone, including those
gathered at the press box, figured
that being a non-conference game,
overtime wasn’t necessary.
But, Coach Dan Balaguero and

the Scorpions weren’t ready to
pack up. As Laredo Head Coach
Claudio Arias came up for the
after-game handshake, Balaguero
asked him if he wanted to
continue playing.
A moment of discussion
followed, and a few minutes later,
the decision was in: Play on!
After the first overtime period,
which ended in a stalemate
between the two teams, it looked
as if the game was gonna finish
1-1.
But that was all to change in
the second overtime. Despite
starting out evenly, the Scorpions
were hungry for a goal. With two
minutes left, Frimpong took a
strong pass toward the box and
found midfielder Steve Howard.
Howard juked two defenders
and took a shot that was at an
impossible angle for the goalie,
and scored.
“They’ve got the job done, and
I’m so proud of them,” Balaguero
said about his team. “I thought
tonight’s performance was really
good.”
Howard, who made the 11thhour goal, agreed.
“I feel good,” said Howard,

Sophomore marketing major Bianca Otero shows her school spirit during the Nov. 2
game against the Texas A&M International University Dustdevils.

a sophomore from Coventry,
England. “I thought we did really
well, we battled to the end and we
deserved the win, certainly.”
The win comes on the coattails
of a 5-1 victory over conference
rival Northwood University on
Oct. 31 in the last conference
game of the season.
The women’s team (9-4-2, 6-11 RRAC) was not as fortunate as
their male counterparts earlier that
day, as they fell 2-0 for the first
time at home against an ironclad
Northwood University team in
a game that would determine
the No. 1 seed and 2009 RRAC
regular season champion. Last
season, this title was split three
ways among Northwood, Texas
Wesleyan and UTB/TSC.
It was also the last home game
for senior forward Sami Thorman,
one of the original signees for the
UTB/TSC Women’s Soccer Team
back in 2007.
“I’m really sad to have to leave
the school, the soccer team,” said
Thorman, who graduates next
May. “I’m sad that we had to end
it, but I’m going to be looking
forward to the conference
tournament, and I hope my girls
can pull through.”
She said that opening the REK
Center field was one of the best
things in the 2009 season.
“Finally, we have something
that’s here at home, right next to
campus, more fans who came to
see it,” Thorman said. “All my
family was here for the home
games.”
Head Coach Nik Barjaktarevic
was disappointed with the loss,
but he isn’t ready to give up.
“We’re
disappointed,
obviously, but it’s not the end
of the world,” Barjaktarevic
said. “We have the conference
tournament in a week’s time. …
We have two more games that we
have to win and we have to learn
from this loss.”

Scorpion volleyball advances to playoffs
By Hugo E. Rodríguez
Sports Editor

regional tournaments before
losing in the national quarterfinals
It was a fitting end to the home
to eventual champion Fresno
season.
Pacific University.
First, senior setter Dainarah
She holds the school’s allBracero was honored for her years
time record for assists in one
with the UTB/TSC Volleyball
season (1,880) and in career
Team, with the Manuel B. Garza
(2,798), according to the Office
Gym decked out with supportive
of Intercollegiate Athletics.
signs in the red, white and blue of
Head Coach Todd Lowery
Puerto Rico.
praised Bracero.
Then,
the
ninth-ranked
“She’s tremendous, not just as a
Scorpions (27-1, 14-0 RRAC)
player, but as a person,” Lowery
proved who was the boss in the
said. “She’s so loving, she brings
Red River Athletic Conference
a smile to this team all the time,
by frying the Bacone College
and without people like that,
Lady Warriors Oct. 30 in three
your team’s going to struggle,
games, 25-6, 25-10 and 25-8.
and she’s just such a positive
Around 200 fans turned out to
influence on all of us, and we’re
support the Scorpions, packing
lucky to have her.”
the gym’s benches to see Bacone
About 200 students attended
act like a fish out of water as the
Luciana Morales/Collegian
the Bacone College rout.
UTB/TSC Assistant Coach Roberta Santos presents Scorpion setter Daianarah Bracero with a signed team photo Oct. 30 during Senior
Scorpions mercilessly scored
“It was good, the other team
Night at the Manuel B. Garza Gym. Also shown (from left) are Becky Anzaldua, mother of Scorpion golfer Amanda Anzaldua; Ludy
point after point.
wasn’t that good, but we kicked
Maraboto, mother of volleyball player Gabriela Maraboto; and Head Coach Todd Lowery.
“I feel good, a little bit sad
[butt],” said Alyssa Garcia, a
because it’s my last game after
sophomore education major.
nationals.”
friends from Miami.”
three years of playing here,”
With
this
win, the Scorpions are qualified
Asked what her favorite memories were
Bracero came to the university in 2007
Bracero said after the game, with the Puerto
as
the
No.
1
seed in the Red River Athletic
at the Garza Gym, she replied, “There’re
as a transfer student from Miami Dade
Rican flag draped over her shoulders. “We
Conference
tournament, which will take
many, but one of the most important ones
College. She was a member of the 2007
did a good job, and now, well, to get to
place
this
weekend
in Fort Worth.
was in 2007, when I came with one of my
squad that swept the conference and
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Cheating

Continued from Page 1

members of the campus community who are
concerned about academic dishonesty.
On May 27, 2008, Campus Police met
with Doug Arney, associate vice president
for Business Affairs, and Michael Blanchard,
assistant to the VPBA for legal services in
reference to an allegation made against some
Distance Education employees.
That same day, Campus Police initiated an
investigation. At the end of the investigation,
six Distance Ed employees provided a written
confession to unauthorized use of protected
information. Five of those employees were
students and one was a full-time employee.
According to the investigative report, the
actions of six employees “would constitute
violations of Texas laws that pertain to
protected information” and constituted “gross
academic fraud.”
A review conducted by the UTB/TSC
Internal Audits Department found that a total
of 13 employees were granted administrative
access. Of those, eight were full-time and five
were part-time employees. Administrative
access is the “most powerful level of access”
that can be assigned to a user. A person with
administrative access has full access to every
course on the system, including access to
exams, quizzes, grades and student work,
according to the review.
One student employee of Distance Ed, who
had been employed for several years, confessed
to selling test answers for profit. In a voluntary
written statement, the student employee
confessed to helping two other students with
their final exams by providing answers to
a final exam for $60. The transaction was
made through a middleman and the money
was split between the DE employee and the
middleman.
The same individual also confessed to
another agreement in which he would be paid
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$40 to take a final exam online and score no less
than a 96. The student employee took the test
while at work using two computer monitors.
On one monitor, the student employee logged
on to a female student’s Blackboard account
on the Internet Explorer browser. On the other
monitor, the student employee logged on with
administrative access on the Mozilla Firefox
browser. The employee copied the exam
questions on the Blackboard account, and
proceeded to the Pool manager on the second
monitor, where all the exam questions were
held. He then selected the find command to
find the question and retrieve the answer, then
went back to the first monitor and entered the
answer on the exam. The employee stated that
he never received the $40.
In addition to these incidents, the same
employee confessed to helping out several
other students by giving answers to quizzes
and used his administrative access for his own
benefit. The student employee said it was very
“tempting” to use his administrative access
and added that some professors suspected him
of cheating but there was no hard evidence to
prove it, according to his written statement.
“I knew that it was impossible to trace
my user account to specific exams because
Blackboard wasn’t capable of doing that,” the
student employee said, according to his written
statement to Campus Police.
One full-time employee confessed to the
misuse of his administrative access in 2007 by
providing test answers to a female student, who
was also a Distance Education employee. The
female student was in the process of taking an
online exam while the two were talking on the
phone. The DE employee was able to access
the test answers with his administrative access
from a university-assigned laptop computer
while at home. He provided the test answers
after the female said she was struggling with the
exam. The full-time employee came forward
with the confession five days after undergoing
questioning by Campus Police. According to
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the Campus Police investigative report, the
employee said, “I guess I was influenced by
the fact that I liked her.”
Other allegations were made against a
teaching assistant by a DE employee who was
under suspicion from faculty. DE managers
Francisco Garcia and Edith De Leon took
away the employee’s administrative access to
eliminate any suspicions faculty might have
about the student. The DE employee alleged
that the TA wrote the instructor’s Personal
Identification Number, or PIN, and ID on
the board after distributing a test and told the
class that they could access the answers. The
TA denied these allegations and said he only
tried to help students. The DE employee’s
administrative access was later reinstated.
The teaching assistant was found to have
improperly shared his Blackboard login
information with an entire class, thus allowing
the class to access exam information. The
TA is no longer employed by the university,
according to Garcia’s address, released by the
Office of News and Information.
The president also states that five employees
admitted to cheating or helping others cheat.
Four of those employees resigned in lieu of
termination and were designated as ineligible
for rehire; one was not rehired after the
appointment period expired.
In addition to the written confessions DE
employees turned in, the investigation found
evidence that implicated 14 other students in
academic fraud.
There was a “lack of oversight and
monitoring over Blackboard access and
security violations,” according to a review of
IT controls over Distance Education conducted
by Internal Audits. The review also observed
that DE did not have “written departmental
policies and procedures to guide employees in
their daily operations.”
As a result of the investigation, the internal
audit departments of UTB/TSC and the UT
System conducted reviews of IT controls

over Distance Education, according to UTB/
TSC administrators, who say they have taken
the needed steps to prevent further abuse of
protected information and more.
Doug Ferrier, dean of Instructional Support,
said while some policies and procedures were
in place for DE employees, not all were, and
they were not as “stringent” as they are now.
“They not only have to sign the ethics
code but it is explained to them so they fully
understand what constitutes the ethics code,”
Ferrier said. “And, of course, they have no
access to anything; they can’t go in and change
it.”
He said only two individuals have
administrative access now. In addition to some
departmental changes in policy and procedure
and segregation of duties, the university has
initiated a new password policy for students
and faculty. Ferrier said the policy did not
stem from this incident but was already in the
works.
“[It is] part of the campuswide policy just
to tighten up security of the use of the Internet
and to protect the university among a number
of things, including someone hacking in from
outside,” Ferrier said.
Mari-Fuentes Martin, associate vice
president for Student Affairs and dean of
students, handles academic dishonesty cases
and says the most common form of cheating
among students is plagiarism. She said 99
percent of the time, students admit they
cheated.
“They admit that they did get the information,
they did not cite it properly and they did cheat,”
Fuentes-Martin told The Collegian. “Nine out
of 10 times they get an ‘F’ in the course, they
get placed on disciplinary probation and they
get referred to counseling and to Learning
Enrichment … to analyze the issues that led
them to cheat.”
She said cheating is dealt with at the

• See ‘Cheating,’ Page 14

Campus to salute veterans Tuesday

Collegian file photo

By Rene Cardona Jr.
Staff Writer

UTB/TSC will honor our nation’s veterans
with several events, including the firing of
cannons and a man parachuting from an
airplane with a U.S. flag.
The 10th annual Veterans Day Ceremony
will begin at noon Tuesday on the Mary Rose
Cardenas South Lawn with a welcome by
Ruben Reyes, a junior business major. Robert
Phaneuf, a counselor for the Student Success
Center, will be the master of ceremonies.
Reyes will welcome the crowd on behalf of
Veterans Upward Bound. Having served in the
U.S. Army for four years, Reyes volunteered
to speak at the event.
“It’s actually an honor for me to do it and to
speak amongst other veterans and represent us
in a good manner,” he said.
The ceremony is organized by the Veterans
Upward Bound office; however, Program
Director David Rivera emphasized it is a
collaborative effort due to its grandeur.
“Of course, we don’t do it by ourselves,”
Rivera said. “We’re the ones that coordinate
and arrange everything, but the President’s
Office supports us every year.”
Veterans Upward Bound is in the Division
of Student Affairs, which is also supporting the
event.
“They are supporting us with food, water
and drinks and also a sky diver,” Rivera said.
Student Affairs will also organize a luncheon
for some of the ceremony participants.
New to the ceremony is the sky diver, who

plans to land with a U.S. flag and take pictures
from above South Lawn. Other events planned
for the ceremony include the posting of the
colors by the Reserve Officers’ Training Corps
program’s Bravo Troop, the national anthem
sung by the UTB/TSC Bravo Opera Company,
a flyover by helicopters from the U.S. Coast
Guard Air Station in Corpus Christi and the
firing of the cannon by members of the ROTC
program.
Last year, five volleys were fired, but this
year three will be fired.
“One is for … our fallen veterans who gave
the ultimate sacrifice,” Rivera said. “The other
one is going to be for veterans, and the third
volley is for our veteran friendly campus,
UTB/TSC.”
Last year’s ceremony drew a crowd of
about 300 people composed of students,
family members and veterans. Rivera said he
is expecting the event to draw a larger crowd
this year.
“I think a lot of people have learned,
especially with these current wars, to appreciate
what the military is doing … and you have a lot
of individuals who support by attending,” he
said.
The event’s cost, Rivera said, is at an
estimated $5,000, which includes everything
from the hot dogs to the sky diver. The Veterans
Upward Bound program’s contribution is
funded by the Department of Education’s
Veterans Upward Bound Grant.
In the latter part of the ceremony, UTB/TSC
Provost Alan F.J. Artibise and Cameron County
Judge Carlos H. Cascos will speak, followed
by keynote speakers Cmdr. Robert J. Paulison
of the Corpus Christi Sector of the U.S. Coast
Guard and Adj. Gen. Jose S. Mayorga of the
Texas Military Forces.
As the event comes to a close, Brownsville’s
American Legion Post 43 will perform a 21gun salute and “Taps,” after which the Homer
Hanna High School band will perform “God
Bless America.”
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$99K grant to gather border research
By Rene Cardona Jr.
Staff Writer

After months of waiting, UTB/TSC faculty
members received a grant from the Institute of
Museum and Library Services to begin planning
a Border Studies Resource Center.
The 13-page application for the National
Leadership Grant of $99,276 was undertaken
by Kevin G. Buckler, assistant professor for
the Criminal Justice Department; Paul C.
Kavanaugh, development research associate;
and Philip J. Samponaro Jr., assistant professor
for the History Department.
The moment of truth arrived on Sept. 27.
John Hawthorne, assistant director of the
Arnulfo L. Oliveira Memorial Library, brought
the grant to his colleagues’ attention. After
crafting an innovative idea with a strategic
impact requiring collaboration, the application
was completed and sent before Feb. 1. The
grant’s collaborative requirement was an
obstacle for the group but was overcome through
Samponaro’s idea to link “universities along the
border in terms of digital media,” Buckler said.
However, a partner was needed for the
project.
“So our principal partner was the Colegio de
la Frontera Norte, which is a federal research
institution in Mexico, and they have like 100
researchers throughout the border,” Kavanaugh

John B. Hawthorne

said.
Hawthorne also assisted in this part of
the project by gathering letters of support
for the application from possible Mexican
contributors.
Considered a planning grant, the funding
will aid in the implementation of a Web site
known as the Border Studies Resource Center,
which anyone from high school students to
policymakers will be able to access. Hawthorne
will be the principal investigator for the project
and will maintain the Web site. Its creation and

maintenance will be funded by $2,500 of the
grant.
“We are working to develop a digital
repository of scholarly materials, especially
scholarly materials related to border studies,”
Hawthorne said.
The Web site will be a “clearinghouse,” as
Kavanaugh puts it, which will aggregate books,
articles and other sorts of scholarly works
pertaining to and documenting incidents along
the southern border region of the United Sates.
Scholarly materials from Tamaulipas, Nuevo
Leon and Coahuila, the three Mexican states
closest to the U.S., will also be pertinent to the
creation of the Web site.
“Instead of just doing a Google search on
immigration, you’ll be able to do a search
through the database of the resource center,”
Kavanaugh said. “It’ll really reduce the amount
of time and energy that anyone would be looking
for information would want.”
A total of $27,000 of the money will be used
to conduct four workshops that will involve
U.S. scholars and Colegio de la Frontera
Norte researchers. Workshops will be held in
San Diego, Albuquerque, N.M., El Paso and
Brownsville.
Co-investigators Buckler and Samponaro
will travel to San Diego State University and the
University of Texas at El Paso in Spring 2010
to further develop the online resource center

through the recruitment of scholars’ interests to
contribute to the project.
“Hopefully, after they do all their workshops
and everything, we will be able to develop
agreements to share information,” Kavanaugh
said.
By the fall of 2010, the Web site is predicted
to be developed and additional funding will
be sought to further build the Border Studies
Resource Center, according to the schedule of
completion composed by the group.
“It’s all very exciting,” Hawthorne said. “It’s
a wonderful thing that’s happening for us and
it’d be worth noting that UTB/TSC will be the
only institution south of El Paso to have a center
for Border Studies.”
Senior sociology major Crystal Canales
believes the Web site could be helpful in terms
of the statistical data it could provide.
“I think it would be important based on how
wide of a view they are going to take and the
topics they choose to study,” Canales said. “The
amount of racial profiling that’s been happening,
the amount of militarization and how it’s been
manifesting … targeting those things at this
point would be most helpful since I think all the
other departments focus on the philosophical
side, the arts side: the border culture … so I think
statistical information is the most important
thing this could provide.”

Criminal justice students garner 7 awards
By David Boon
Staff Writer

The weekend before Halloween is often
spent thinking of costumes and candy, but
members of UTB/TSC’s American Criminal
Justice Association instead had the sweet taste
of victory on their minds.
From Oct. 22 to 25, 10 members of the club
traveled to the Region 2 American Criminal
Justice Association Conference in Metairie,
La., bringing home seven awards, including
first and second place in Upper Division Crime
Scene, one of the more difficult team events at
the competition.
“They set up a crime scene for us,” said senior criminal justice major Daisy Solis, “and
we go step by step in how we process it. We
don’t actually have time to collect evidence
and take pictures, but we simulate what we
would have done if it was a real crime scene.”
Competing with Solis were Elvira Alvarado
and Sandra Marquez, also senior criminal justice majors.
“We were pretty nervous about it, but at the
same time we had to stay calm because you
only get one shot,” Marquez said. “There’s no
turning back.”
In order to prepare for the competition, the
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Members of the American Criminal Justice Association who attended the Region 2 American Criminal Justice
Association Conference last month in Metairie, La., are (from left) senior criminal justice majors Sandra
Marquez, Elvira Alvarado, Daisy Solis, junior criminal justice major Robert Escobedo, senior criminal justice
major Fernando Reyna, junior psychology major Jasmine Montoya, senior criminal justice major Raul Contreras,
junior psychology major Celia Ortega, junior criminal justice major Lizandra Zuniga and junior criminal justice
major Luis Martinez.

club members went through a rigorous training
regime, practicing weekly in order to sharpen
skills that will pay off in their future careers.
“They won because they learned a disciplined approach to what they were supposed

to be doing,” said Michael Lytle, an associate
master technical instructor in the Criminal Justice Department who helped the club members
practice. “They developed more methodical
leap in doing things, and suddenly it was like a

light-year leap in capability.”
The other club members who participated
were junior psychology major Celia Ortega,
junior psychology major Jasmine Montoya
and junior criminal justice major Lizandra
Zuniga, who comprised the team that took
second place in Upper Division Crime Scene;
Fernando Reyna, a senior criminal justice major, who took second place in Physical Activity; Robert Escobedo, a junior criminal justice
major, who received third place in Lower Division Lambda Alpha Epsilon Knowledge; Raul
Contreras, a senior criminal justice major; and
Luis Martinez, a junior criminal justice major.
In addition, Marquez placed third in the
women’s division of Physical Activity and Solis placed second the upper divisions of both
Criminal Law and Lambda Alpha Epsilon
Knowledge.
Despite the big wins, however, none of the
UTB/TSC students was present during the
awards ceremony.
“They didn’t stick to the itinerary, so they
decided to move up the awards ceremony and
they didn’t let us know,” said Alvarado, who
is also the club president. “We had to drive 50
minutes away from the city where we were at
to catch up to the judge. … We were upset, but
at the same time, we were excited.”
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City to get 23 new bus shelters
By Christine Cavazos
Staff Writer

The Brownsville City Commission has
awarded contract for the purchase and delivery
of shelter equipment for the Brownsville
Urban System.
The contract states 15 single bus shelters
and eight double bus shelters will be installed
throughout Brownsville. The shelters will have
benches, litter receptacles and urns, solar lightemitting diodes, or LEDs, and advertising
panels.
Funding for the bus shelters is provided by
a Texas Department of Transportation grant,
according to city documents.
Brasco Inc. of Fort Smith, Ark., was awarded
the contract in the amount of $250,356 during
Tuesday’s commission meeting.
Mayor Pat Ahumada asked if the amount
included installation. City Manager Charlie

Cabler responded that city employees will
set up the shelters, so there will not be any
additional cost.
West Brownsville resident Roberto
Uresti, who lives in La Galaxia subdivision,
complained to the commission that there is
only one bus shelter near his home.
“Everything is Southmost [Boulevard] or
Central [Boulevard] or in the north, but the
West Side--zero,” Uresti said. “I’m sorry, but
are you going to put umbrellas for us?”
BUS Director Norma Zamora said the next
grant will cover the West Brownsville area.
Cabler told the commission the city is
working with BUS to ﬁnd other funding
to increase the number of shelters in
Brownsville.
“We are trying to get the best product
possible,” he said.
In other business, District 4 Commissioner
Edward Camarillo announced that Nov. 14

will be Texas Recycle Day.
An event will be hosted at
the Recycle Center, 308 E.
Elizabeth St., to celebrate the
day. Tours of the facility will
be given and information
on how to recycle will be
available.
Camarillo said the center
will now be open 24 hours
a day, seven days a week for
the community.
“We are going to give
1,000 re-usable City of
Brownsville bags,” he said.
“We are going to give those
out to people and educate
LUCIANA MORALES/COLLEGIAN
them to use these bags Brownsville resident Roberto Uresti voices his concern about the lack
instead of a plastic bag.”
of bus shelters on the city’s west side during Tuesday’s Brownsville City
Commission meeting.

Campus custodians receive high rating
By Cynthia Hernandez
Staff Writer

UTB/TSC’s custodial services have shown
signiﬁcant progress, according to surveys
of students, faculty and staff conducted last
spring and this fall semester.
“We wanted to give the whole campus a
chance to tell us what they think and what they
like and dislike, and that’s where the survey
comes in,” Purchasing Director William Dodd
said.
Aztec Facility Services was rated 3.71 on
a scale of 1 to 5 in a poll conducted during
the spring semester, in which 298 people
participated. It received a 4.07 rating in a
survey this semester, in which 505 members
of the campus community participated. The
survey was conducted between Oct. 5 and 12.
“I think [the results] show that there
is continuous improvement,” Dodd said.
“[Aztec is] out there on a daily basis. Anytime
you have a project, that’s what you want to be
looking for, that things are getting better.”
A total of 285 students participated in the
fall survey, compared with 57 last spring.
“We had more students participate in the
last survey, and their opinions help a lot,”
Aztec Project Manager Carlos Sosa said.
This was the ﬁrst year the survey was
conducted.
“The survey we did in the spring was the ﬁrst
time the survey had been done, so we wanted
to kind of get a benchmark score, and from
there we kind of took comments, especially
from particular buildings where there might
have been some issues or something like that,
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Aztec Facility Services employee Maria del Carmen Martínez cleans the exterior of a trash can outside the
Student Union on Wednesday. Campus surveys conducted this year give Aztec high marks on its services.

and we addressed an action plan,” Contract
Specialist Shawn Olbeter said.
UTB/TSC contracted with Aztec in January
2008. University ofﬁcials ﬁrst researched
Aztec’s current employer by attending the
University of Texas at Dallas for a day and
observing the tidiness of the campus.
“Aztec already was doing work on the
University of Texas [at] Dallas campus and
had been for a number of years,” Dodd said.
“We kept sampling people. We did a lot of
background work and part of what we got out
of that was how important these surveys were.

College of Education

BENCHMARK TEST
December 5, 2009
Time: 7:45 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

EC-4 Generalist
EC-4 Bilingual Generalist
Pedagogy & Professional Responsibilities
The deadline to register is Wednesday, December 2nd.
You will need to come by the Field Experiences Of�ice to
register and pick up your admission ticket prior to the
Benchmark Test date. If you need further information,
please contact our Field Experiences Of�ice at 882-5700.

In addition, you are required to bring your UTB ID or Texas Driver’s License,
scantron sheet and a #2 pencil on the day of the Benchmark Test.

That’s why we incorporated it into the process
here in UT-Brownsville.”
Sosa became Aztec manager on Nov. 19,
2008. He said he began working hard and
trying to address the issues instantly.
“I found a lot of issues when I got here and
I [said], ‘We have to ﬁx this situation now,’”
Sosa said. “I think my people, right now they’re
doing a really good job, especially when the
surveys reﬂected exactly how we’re doing,
how the people in the campus feel [toward]
the custodial service and it helps a lot.”
One hundred forty-three comments were

received from the surveys, some explaining
the reason for rating the restrooms lowest. The
restrooms received a 3.85 rating.
“As a result of what we’ve done with the
most recent [survey results], with the bathrooms
[having] the lowest score, they were trying to
evaluate how they were going to try and do the
bathroom maintenance,” Olbeter said. “In the
contract, it stipulates that they have to visit the
bathrooms ﬁve times a day.”
The section that asks for a rating on the
cleanliness of the restrooms includes paper
product availability.
“It’s almost always a case of the paper
just runs out,” Dodd said. “Either there’s not
enough paper in there, or they don’t like the
quality of the paper.”
Even though Aztec’s contract has
speciﬁcations about the number of times certain
cleanings should be done, if an emergency is
presented, it is addressed immediately.
“You don’t clean carpet every day on a
very intense basis, but let’s say there’s been
a meeting and someone spills coffee, then
we ask [Aztec] to go in there and address that
immediately, so that coffee stain is pulled out
quickly before it becomes embedded in that
carpet,” Dodd said.
Olbeter said the feedback from the surveys
was very useful and is hoping to conduct
surveys every fall and spring semester.
“I suspect that it probably won’t be until
the next fall semester because the summer, it
has its limitations in terms of the responses,”
Olbeter said. “It really helped us a lot. It
made people happy that their issue was being
addressed.”
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Estudiante Catalogo de cursos disponible en línea
de hoy

Luciana Morales/Collegian

Nombre: Priscilla M. Rocha
Edad: 21
Ciudad Natal: Brownsville
Promedio: 3.96
Especialidad: Biología, escuela de
pre-medicina.
Clasificación: Estudiante de último año
Fecha de graduación: Mayo 2010
Reconocimientos: Lista del Decano:
Otoño 2006, Primavera 2007; Lista
de la Rectora, desde Otoño 2007;
Joint Admissions Medical Program,
2007; Who’s Who Among Students,
2008, 2009; Scorpion Scholar; Gates
Millennium Scholar, del 2006 hasta
ahora.
Pasatiempos: “Me encanta estar
en organizaciones con mis amigos.
También me gusta dibujar mucho y
leer libros de fantasía o historias por
Internet”.
Actividades extracurriculares: “Soy
parte de [los clubs] Medical Academic
Coalition, Game Over, y soy secretaria
de Scorpion Film Club y de Sight
and Sound Coalition. Además, soy
[tutora] en LAMP (Leadership and
Mentorship Program)”.
¿Cuál sería tu trabajo ideal? “Me
encantaría ser una cirujana en un
hospital. …ayudando a mis pacientes
[que necesitan] cirugía reconstructiva
y en mi tiempo libre visitar países
como India, México y ayudar”.
¿Cuáles son tus metas? “Mis metas
son graduarme el próximo año con
summa cum laude e ir a una escuela
de medicina”.
¿Cómo te ves dentro de 10 años?
“Acabando la escuela de medicina,
como residente y tratando de ser la
mejor en cirugía reconstructiva”.
¿Qué te gusta de la universidad?
“Me encanta que las clases tienen muy
poquitas personas, cuando hablas con
los profesores ellos van a saber cómo
te llamas y [quién eres]. Me encanta
que aquí todos te quieren ayudar… y
los estudiantes son muy amables”.
¿Qué les aconsejarías a los
estudiantes de nuevo ingreso? “Que
existen muchas oportunidades aquí y
hay que aprovecharlas. Además, las
calificaciones son muy importantes.
Hay que estudiar y evitar perder
tiempo en Internet o en dormir. Hay
que tener una meta e ir por ella”.
¿Qué consejo les darías a los
estudiantes para estudiar antes de un
examen? “Cálmate porque sólo es un
examen, siempre tienes [oportunidad]
de mejorar tus calificaciones si no te
va tan bien y si ya estudiaste, ve con
confianza, sabiendo que lo vas a hacer
bien”.
--Recopilado por Luciana Morales

Por Graciela L. Salazar
Editora de Español

Una de las formas en la que UTB/TSC
se está haciendo ecologista es teniendo el
catálogo de clases únicamente en línea para el
semestre Primavera 2010.
René Villarreal, vicerrector interino de
Gestión de Reclutamiento e Inscripciones y
director de Admisiones, dijo que el catálogo
de clases ya no se imprimirá.
Villarreal dijo que durante el periodo de
inscripción se hacen muchos cambios en las
clases, “por lo mismo, la versión impresa no
estaba actualizada”.
Dijo que con el nuevo sistema se ahorrará
dinero y papel.
“Con el catálogo en línea, la universidad
ahorrará más de $13,000, el costo de imprimir
18,000 listas de horarios”, dijo Villarreal.
Dijo que algunos de los catálogos impresos
no se estaban usando.
“Estábamos encontrando varias de
las versiones impresas tiradas alrededor
del campus y no estaban siendo usadas
adecuadamente”, dijo Villarreal.
En semestres anteriores se podía encontrar
en línea un documento en formato PDF de la
versión impresa, pero los cambios se tardaban
algunos días en actualizarse.
“Antes teníamos que esperar entre tres o
cuatro días para actualizar cambios en las
clases en nuestro sistema de computo, [y] de
nuestro sistema actualizarlo en la página de
Internet”, dijo Villarreal.
Ahora, con el nuevo sistema, los cambios
se realizan en ese momento.
“Si una escuela o facultad quisiera agregar

una nueva clase en el sistema de computo,
automáticamente lo reporta y lo estudiantes
lo pueden ver”, dijo Villarreal.
La campaña para informarles a los
estudiantes acerca del cátalogo de clases
inició el 2 de noviembre.
“Estamos mandando mensajes
electrónicos a sus correos”, dijo
Villarreal. “Si imprimimos, a pesar
de que estamos tratando de tener
todo en línea… unas tarjetas
postales donde se informa que
el catálogo de clases estará
disponible únicamente en
línea”.
Esta será la primera vez
que el catálogo de clases no
se imprimirá.
“Estamos
esperando
que nuestros estudiantes
sean comprensivos”, dijo
Villarreal. “Visitamos a
la presidenta de la Mesa Directiva
Estudiantil (SGA); visitamos a la gente
de Asuntos Académicos y a la del Senado
Académico y a nuestros decanos y jefes de
departamento. Estamos tratando de informar
no sólo a nuestro profesorado y empleados
pero también a nuestra comunidad sobre
nuestro horario de clases”.
La inscripción temprana inicia el 17 de
noviembre y concluye el 11 de enero del
2010; la inscripción tardía es del 12 al 18 de
enero.
Villarreal dijo estar emocionado con el
nuevo sistema.
“La solicitud para ingresar a la universidad
está en línea, el proceso de inscripción está

en línea para los estudiantes, la solicitud de
la oficina de ayuda financiera está en línea,
el catálogo de las carreras que ofrece la
universidad está en línea. Por lo tanto, pienso
que esto era la pieza que se necesitaba para
ser innovadores”, dijo.
Mónica González, estudiante de
criminología de primer
año, piensa que es
una buena idea no
imprimir la lista
de los horarios de
clases.
“Es mejor para
el ambiente”, dijo
González.
Dijo que ella no
utilizaba la lista de
horarios impresa.
“Yo siempre visito a los
asesores y ellos me ayudan
a inscribirme en línea”,
González dijo.
Dijo que la lista de horarios
impresa no estaba actualizada.
“A veces había ciertos errores, que no
tenían las clases cuando las buscabas en
línea”, González dijo. “Por lo tanto, es mejor
que busques en línea y que esté actualizado”.
Mariela Pérez, estudiante de contabilidad
de primer año, dijo que tener la lista de
horarios de clases únicamente por Internet es
una manera de proteger el ambiente.
“Estamos salvando árboles”, dijo Pérez.
Para ver la lista de horario de clases, ingresa
a www.utb.edu/courses. La página de Internet
te da la opción de imprimir los resultados de
la búsqueda o de imprimir del formado PDF.

Taller recomienda cómo ahorrar energía
Por Mayra Urteaga
Reportera
¿Te interesa ahorrar energía en
tu hogar?
El centro de ayuda Go Green
ofrecerá un taller en el que puedes
aprender cómo ahorrar energía llamado
“Energy Star Homes Workshop”.
Ricardo González, director del
programa Go Green, explicó de qué va a
tratar el taller.
“En el taller se hablará acerca de qué es una
casa Energy Star”, dijo González, “cuáles son
los requisitos para tener un hogar Energy Star,
qué realiza un inspector HERS y cuál es el
proceso de certificación Energy Star cuando

estas construyendo un nuevo hogar, [o]
remodelando uno existente”.
Los estudiantes, empleados,
personal docente y la comunidad
están invitados a asistir al taller
gratuito, que se llevará a cabo de
10 a.m. a 12 p.m. el miércoles en
Suite E-104 del edificio International
Technology, Education and Commerce
Center, que se encuentra en el 301 del
México Blvd.
El presentador invitado será Garrett
Dorsey, quien trabaja para IFC International,
una compañía consultora que provee
soluciones ecológicas para negocios en todas
partes del mundo, de acuerdo al sitio Web de
la compañía.

González invita a todos aquellos que
estén interesados en reducir las emisiones de
dióxido de carbono en su hogar a que asistan
al evento.
“Recomiendo este taller porque es
importante para alguien que quiere ahorrar
energía en su hogar”, dijo, “cómo hacerlo
y cuál es el proceso. … Te informará de los
cambios que están sucediendo en la industria
de la construcción ecológica de ahora en
adelante”.
El centro planea ofrecer más talleres
en temas como la conservación de agua,
la construcción ecológica, y el ahorro de
energía, así como del uso de fuentes de
energía alternativas como biocombustible,
energía solar y eólica.

Conociendo la universidad

Michael Peña/Collegian

Estudiantes de diversas escuelas de Matamoros asistieron a una presentación donde aprendieron más acerca de la universidad, el jueves en el Salón Cassia del edificio EDBC.
Más de 100 estudiantes asistieron al evento organizado por la oficina de Estudiantes de Nuevo Ingreso.
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professor’s discretion or the Dean of Students
office. Fuentes said her office’s disciplinary
approach is not simply “punitive,” but instead
a learning opportunity for students.
“Our goal is for them to learn from this
mistake, to make it an educational moment,
so that it doesn’t get repeated again and that
maybe from this point forward this individual
will make better choices, understanding the
consequence; so that’s the basic philosophy that
judicial officers like myself and my colleagues
here and at other UT schools do and judicial
officers everywhere,” Fuentes-Martin said.
She pointed out that unlike the Texas Higher
Education Coordinating Board or Campus
Police, her department is not required to report
annual statistics at the state or federal level.
“I think it’s real interesting that this has
caught the interest of so many people when
this data isn’t really gathered and formally
looked at and researched by any state or federal
agency,” Fuentes-Martin said.
Although the cheating incident happened
more than a year ago, it did not become
public until reported by a local newspaper last
summer.
Many university officials were surprised
that the issue drew so much attention from the
Brownsville community.
“In terms of image for the university, anything
like this hurts,” UTB/TSC President Juliet
V. Garcia told The Collegian in a telephone
interview. “It hurts all of the university when
something like this happens, but we dealt with
it, I think, very quickly and in a way that was
fair.”
García expressed disappointment in the
individuals who took advantage of their access
to information.
“We are all very susceptible to the tension,
the pressure, that are around us, but that is
no excuse for violating confidentiality or for
cheating,” she said.
The president said the Distance Education
Department has re-written some of its policies
and procedures to ensure there is “no obvious
potential for conflict of interest.”
Charles Dameron, vice president for
Academic Affairs, said the incident has given
the institution an opportunity to think more

Impeach
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De la Fuente was accused of holding secret
meetings during the summer where she excluded
students and the news media.
However, de la Fuente refuted those
accusations and said both meetings, which
were held July 14 and Aug. 13, were approved
by SGA advisers David Marquez, coordinator
for Student Judicial Affairs, and Mari FuentesMartin, associate vice president for Student
Affairs and dean of students.
De la Fuente said she notified all SGA
members via e-mail prior to the meetings.
“The allegation implies I somehow managed
to trick and lie to the members as to the purpose
of the meetings,” de la Fuente said. “Again, the
titles and message were pretty clear.”
Polin said the meetings were unconstitutional
because official business was conducted.
However, Justice David Smith corrected
Polin.
“I’ve looked at it and … it does not specify
what can or cannot be done,” Smith said.
Polin then accused de la Fuente of interfering
with the separation of powers by chairing a
special meeting on July 14, which included
members of the legislative branch. He argued
that Garcia should have chaired the meeting by
order of succession.
De la Fuente cited the SGA constitution in
her argument against the accusation.
“It is inferred by this language that the
Executive Board and special meetings are to be
considered analogous and thus structured in the
same manner,” de la Fuente said. “In example,
the SGA president would preside over either of
these types of meetings. The interpretation also

broadly about ethical behavior on campus and
as a community.
“Well, I think [academic dishonesty] does
tend to happen naturally and I think that needs
to be a part of the conversation to find out
what students think, in terms of how much
information they get from faculty,” Dameron
said. “So, rather than my saying right now
that I would want to insist that all faculty do
something in a particular way, I think it would
actually be more productive to have faculty
members and students and to explore this and
to get to students who are first-time freshmen
and talk to them about what they understand as
appropriate and inappropriate.”
Asked whether the university would have
addressed the incident differently, such as
notifying the public about it, Garcia replied, “I
think so.”
“We can always improve the way we present
information to the public and once we had
done it, what we were going to do in terms of
redoing the procedures and notifying everyone
we needed to notify and having the audit, we
thought it was over,” she said.
Dameron agrees with Garcia and said, in
retrospect, the university could have changed
its approach in addressing the issue publicly.
“I think part of the problem is that things
were happening over time,” he said. “We
needed to protect the students’ right to privacy,
for example; so, all of that had to play itself
out. We couldn’t pre-judge what the result was
going to be even though we had caught some
people, so to speak, until the judicial process
had worked out.
“We wanted to be very careful and not say
that cheating has occurred until we were able
to ensure that we fully understood what the
outcome was for the students that we believe
were involved. So, I think that kept us from
saying anything in a more public way for a
number of weeks.”
Asked what she would like to tell students
about the incident, García replied: “My hope is
that we understand the very delicate nature of
the relationship and trust between an employee
and an employer, whether it’s a student or a
staff member, and we learn to not violate that
and respect it. There are a lot of offices with
confidential information, [Distance Ed is] not
the only one, and we trust people all the time
and we can’t live without trust in our lives.”
clarifies the only meetings the vice president
of administration chairs are those held during
regular general meetings.”
De la Fuente also was accused of attempting
to appoint Froozan, who was not eligible for
consideration as vice president of administration.
De la Fuente said she was aware appointees
must be part of the senate for 16 weeks, but
believed Froozan had the previous experience
in the SGA.
“It was not my intention to break any rules,”
de la Fuente said.
De la Fuente said she had already addressed
the fourth accusation, disregard for the separation
of powers, in her argument against the second
accusation, presenting Fuentes-Martin and
Marquez as witnesses in her defense against the
accusations.
Fuentes-Martin also assumed Froozan had
the necessary experience due to his presence
and commitment.
“I thought Mr. Froozan had all the qualities
of an ideal vice president of administration,”
Fuentes-Martin said. “All the other allegations
that were filed in this impeachment I don’t
believe are valid or have grounds in which to
impeach President de la Fuente.”
Marquez agreed with Fuentes-Martin in his
address to the justices.
“Was it a mistake?” he said, referring to de
la Fuente’s nomination of Froozan. “Maybe, I
don’t know. And if it was, definitely not one that
you would say, ‘Well, now, you got to be ousted
because of it.’ Of course not, that’s ridiculous.”
Besides Smith, those serving on the Student
Court are Vickie Gerdsen, senior officer;
Enrique de la Garza, justice; and Nydia de la
Torre, justice. De la Torre was absent from the
hearing due to illness.
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